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ABSTRACT

This research had 3 objectives: to study 1) the trade situation between Thailand and
other countries under BIMSTEC in particular Thailand-Myanmar and Thailand-India; 2) the
important factors and the capacity and readiness of the Thai, Myanmar and Indian traders to be
the trader network of Thailand-Myanmar and India under BIMSTEC and 3) the development
model of the Thai-Myanmar-India trader network under BIMSTEC Rangoon, Chennai and
Chiang Mai. The sample group was three groups of traders and relevant people from three
countries; 30 per group or 90 people altogether. Primary data collection was the general
information on Thai-Myanmar-Indian traders, characteristics of traders and their conditions,
number and types of trade, trading behavior and activities, including basic economic data,
documentary data from the state and private agencies as well as relevant studies. The research
methods were: 1) observation, 2) interviews, 3) questionnaires and 4) group conversations. The
data was and analyzed using descriptive statistics. The score was compared to the means by
rating scales. This research applied the Participatory Action Research (PAR) and the
Relationship Development Theory and the Communication Development Theory. It was found
that the trade ratio did not rise much recently due to the attitude and level of relationships among
the traders. The strategy for trade promotion to form the trader network in Thailand-Myanmar-
India under BIMSTEC became urgent. The important factors depended on the participation of
the trader network to develop the network on the cultural dimension to create mutual knowledge

and understanding for mutual benefits.
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