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Title : Community Participation-Based Curriculum Development at the
School Level of Wiang Haeng District, Chiang Mai

Author . Kriangsak Malarat and others

Institution  : Chiang Mai Rajabhat University

ABSTRACT,

This applied*research involved \thes participation’aof theyresearchers, teachers,
folk teachers, students and the,community, \The objectives of this'study were to create
a local cugriculum at’the school level"to promote the“partieipation-based process of
the communityin educational management; to use the curricultim forithe promotion of
community, tourism, and\to \preserve_as well as disseminate*folk wisdom. The
populationwwas'/specifically, ‘selécted at Ban Piang kuang\ Sehool, Wiang Haeng
District, fram/the_second semester 2005 tothe /first’ semester 2006. The scope of
content included lessen plans-tndertying-tn-the/learning essence groups and newly
created instructional media. The.researeh-findings are’as follows!

Regarding the curriculum-development, steps-of the community participation-
based curriculum\were-carried out, which tncluded investigating community context,
forming a [local-.research/ teamn /and ‘planning” the—operation, staging falk forums,
planning a collective-learning/management, develaping-sehool-personnel, carrying out
learning, activities;—~Creating| instructional media, tryiag—out/'the. media, getting
comments from ‘specialists and ‘concerned’ individualsy—and_impreving as well as
disseminating the curriculum;

After ‘carrying out the-activities, “three, learning, management plans were
yielded. The first one’was areadiness preparation plan-at a kindergarten level, entitled
How to, Play Mak Nim-(Sa'Ba)._The second one was a culture, religion and social
science plan_for the first level (grades 1-3), entitled The History“ef Wat Fa Wiang In
Temple. The last one was a local performing art plan for'the*second and third levels
(grades 4-9), which ncluded the King Ka La Bird Dancesand the Lion Dance (for
Shan students), the-Fan“Dance (for Chinese students), andyJa Khue Dance (for Lisu
students). In additian shree paper-books-and-e-book multimedia for children were also
produced, entitled“dow to Play Mak-Nim;"Kong Kham introducing Wat Fa Wiang In
Temple, and the ThreesCultures of Piang-L-uang Residents.

With regard to community“partietpation in education management, concerned
individuals included the researchers and external specialists for planning, promoting
and supporting the research from the beginning; the school administrators for leading
the development of the curriculum and facilitating the research project; the teachers
for carrying out research activities and recording and classifying the results; the
students for actually implementing the plans; the folk teachers for transmitting folk
wisdom to the students; community members for expressing their opinions at the
forums, nominating folk teachers, commenting the curriculum as well as conducting



community activities; and the Regional Education Office for providing suggestions on
curriculum analysis, instructional plans and evaluation.

In terms of promoting community tourism, the instructional media were
distributed to concerned agencies and the general public. Furthermore, the folk
performances played a crucial part_in promoting the community tourism and
publicizing the district to the.eutside world.

The curriculdm development activities/helped to“preserve and distribute folk
wisdom. Wisdom sources ‘and.lecal-trainers.wereg sought after through the forums,
leading to thentegration of"the wisdgm into classcoom activities, thus preventing the
loss of local/Cultaral*heritage. In addition, children beekstand e-book multimedia were
distributedto related/agencies/as well'aspresented at academic semipars.

The curriculum development process jalso raised, new* awareness of the
communitysand/schoal on collective work through/the process, bringing.about positive
attitude toward/each other.| Students were able to study and\learn of the cultures of
each ethnic group, premoting muttal-understanding/and-peaceful co-existence in their
multi-cultural ‘andsmulti-ethnic social-eentexts, leading'to sowing the seed of love and
bond with their community.~Moreover,folk’ teachers/ were| constitutionally and
prestigiausly recognized,.systematically. reviving whatwas abeut to-be lost, creating a
local social capital banking system; which would ultimatety/lead to collective problem
solving, community-empewerment and sustainable-cemmunity 'development at the
grass roots level.





