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Abstract

This project set was composed of two individual research projects,
examining Buddhism, temples and Shan communities in Keng Tung, Shan State
of Myanmar. Ken Tung residents call themselves “Tai Khern” while the Shan
call themselves “Tai” or “Fai Long”. The tWwe.,ethnic groups are devoted
Buddhists. Buddhism of Tai Khern originated from Chiang Mai about 500 years
ago. Buddhism originated from~Chiang Mai-is=dividediinto two sects. The first
sect is Langkawongssect(Suan |Dok sect) with its centertat’Yang,Kuang Temple
and the second/sect is'Pa Daeng with=its<center at Pa Daeng'Temple. The two
sects have been prosperous and in contact until today. Monks of the sects have
maintained their/unique ‘identities, that is, their convéntional, S@ngkha System.
Honors jand administrative 'system of Ken Tung monks are similar to those to
Chiang Mai : Uposot system. Relationships-between/Chiang Mai and Ken Tung
monks/from the past until-today-have been-cordial and strong, with intermittent
stoppage due [to political conditions of the central government. The Shan in Ken
Tung are.also devoted'Buddhists like Fai Khern. They-migrated from.the eastern
bank of Salween River-and-settled outside the outer-walts-of Ken Tung. The two
ethnic groups have always been’in_good. terms~ since.they considemthemselves
relatives from'the old days. A temple is the center of the Shan village and their
traditional ‘administrative system is Hua Phan (Heng) and Hua Roi: The temples,
traditions, rituals and Buddhism aré pivotal te"building rélatienships within their
group and with ‘eutsiders.“For instance, the Sang _Long Qrdination Ceremony is
an important event that all Tais inKen-Fung-participate annually. The Shan and
Tai Khern have cohabited peacefully \and ‘maintainéd their ethnic cultures,

traditions and identities amid rapid*changes™in the globalization age.





