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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this investigation were to examine the background of Vietmamese-Thai
immigrants in Sakon Nakhon Province, to investigate their socio-cultural assimilation processes,
to find out about their adjustment to the new environment, and to explore their racial identity.
The population involved in this investigation was Vietnamese-Thai residents in Muang District
and the sample group included 60 residents, including the elderly, community leaders, household
leaders, and chair of the Vietnamese-Thai Association. The data were collected by means of
in-depth interviews, focus groups, participatory and non-participatory observation, and
documentary rescarch.

The results of this investigation revealed that the immigrants were categorized into
two groups: the “old” Vietnamese migrating before the Second World War and the “new”
Vietnamese migrating after the Second World War. Their migration routes were through
Ubon Ratchathani, Udon Thani, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom, Mukdahan, and Sakon Nakhon
Provinces. Their settlements were on Ratphathana, Pracharat, Yuwaphathana, and Prempreeda
Roads.

Their assimilation was due to socio-cultural, political and educational factors.
These factors caused the immigrants to lead a similar lifestyle to the local people, which was a
two-way process of assimilation.

Regarding the adjustment of the Vietnamese, Thais was divided into four generations,
namely the pioneers, the median, the World War II, and the present time. With regard to their
racial identity, it was expressed through their family system, language use, food, dress, and group

formation to participate in activities.
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