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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the background of Poi Luang Lanna, the
components of Poi Luang, the roles and values of Poi Luang to socio-culture of Chiang Mai and
Lamphun provinces. The methodology used in this research was a qualitative and fields studies.
The findings of the rescarch were:

1. The background of Poi Luang can be divided into four periods, i.e. the Hariphunchai
period; the Mang Rai Dynasty period; the Chue Chao Jet Ton Dynasty period; and the present
Period. They were all organized as celebrations after the completion of building and/or restoration
of the premises of the Buddhist temples;

2. The essential components of Poi Lyang in Chiang Mai and Lamphun were related to
religious ceremonies, the local wisdom and the society;

3. The roles of Poi Luang to socio-culture of Chiang Mai and Lamphun provinces
included supporting Buddhism, expressions of beliefs, transmission of local wisdom, social
cooperation, family unification, gratitude towards ancestors, relationship among the temples, and
socialization. The values of Poi Luang to socio-culture of Chiang Mai and Lamphun provinces
were perceived in people’s spirits, aesthetics, the strength of the society, expressions of local
wisdom and enhancing ethic.

Key Words: Poi Luang, the components of Poi Luang, the Roles and Values of Poi Luang,

the cultural relationship among the temples’ networks
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