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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the policies of small-scale schools under the supervision of
the Office of the Basic Education Commission and to propose suggestions for appropriate policies
for these schools in the next decade. This is an evaluative study, utilizing the mixed method of
both quantitative and qualitative research. The participants were 80 small-scale schools in Phayao
Primary Educational Service Area Office 1. The data were collected from MoE administrétors,
educational administrators, school principals, supervisors, teachers, and guardians. The data collection
procedure was divided into five stages: 1) the formation of small-scale schools; 2) the conclusion of
strategic plans for small-scale schools (2007-2010); 3) a study of the application of the policies; 4)
Construction and inspection of the appropriateness of the policies; and 5) the presentation of the
proposed policies for small-scale schools in the next decade. The instruments included a questionnaire, a
textual analysis form and interviews. The data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, namely
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results revealed that

1. There were four problems regarding small-scale schools: administrative problems;

instructional problems, supportive factors, and the cooperation of communities,



2. The strategic plan for the policies included four main areas: 1) the development of a
planning system and management, 2) instructional development and educational quality assurance, 3)
construction of school’s readiness and strength, and 4) encouragement of community cooperation

3, Small-scale schools followed all procedures for applying the policies. However, a problem
occurred during the assessment stage.

4. The assessment of the application of the policies revealed that it was successful in only
one of the four strategies, that is, instructional development and quality assurance. Three other
strategies — development of planning system and management, construction of school readiness
and strength, and encouragement of community cooperation — failed.

5. The proposed policy for small-scale schools in the next decade included 1) the cancellation

or continuation of small-scale schools, and 2) the application of policies for small-scale school.
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