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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study Chinese loanwords in Thai and
to investigate loanword types reflecting Chinese cross—cultural communication in Thai.
The data were collected from Chinese loanwords in four dictionaries and relevant texts.
The content analysis was applied to analyze the loanwords in terms of their types, etymology,
semantics, and characteristics that reflect cross—cultural communication in Thai. The research
results revealed that there are 233 loanwords classified into eight types. They are 103 words related
to food and cooking, 21 words related to kinship and individuals, 35 words related to utensils, 19
words related to plays, 9 words related to clothing, 10 words related to beliefs, 7 words related to
traditions, and 19 words related to nature. From the above classification, it is found that most of
the loanwords were derived from Teochew. Current loanwords are found to be mostly related to
food and cooking, followed by utensils. Regarding the loanwords reflecting cross—cultural
communication, it is revealed that Thai and Chinese relationships have been carried out for a long
time. Loanwords in past and present Thai societies reveal that their meanings have changed;
with some having widening meanings while others having maintained their original meanings.

The loanwords have reflected cross—cultural communication between Thai and Chinese societies.

Keywords : Loanword, Chinese Loanword, Cross — Cultural Communication
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