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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study was conducted to investigate the following : 1) the causes of
Tai Yai immigration from Myanmar to Thailand; 2) the lifestyle of Tai Yai immigrations
concerning the Thailand’s security in political, economie, social, cultural, and military aspeets;
3) task operation of government officials on Tai Yai immigrations based on the political,
cconomic, social, cultural and military aspects. 4) the way to Thailand’s security balance
development based on the political, economic, social, cultural and military aspects. Three sets of
interview schedules were used for data collection administered with three sample groups:
102 Tai Yai refugees; 28 government officials; and 73 Thais originally Tai Yai race. All of them
lived in Pai river shed areas along the Thailand-Myanmar border from Pai, Pangmapa, and Muang
Mae Hong Son district. Results of the study revealed the following:

There were two factors why Tai Yai people migrated to Thailand: 1) Push factor-
politics; unmerciful condition, human right violation, economy; ineffective economic policy,
unemployment, low wages, social and cultural harassment; racial discrimination, and military;
Tai Yai suppression and 2) Pull factor—politics; more peaceful, alien workforce admission,
extension of employment contract, economy; needs for workforce, higher wages, social and
cultural; resemble culture, and military; friendship, principles of the United Nations, confidence,

and safety,



After Tai Yai immigration in Thailand had a lifestyle related to the Thailand’s security.
They wanted Shan state to be an independent state and they were ready to support it : Regarding
economic aspect, Tai Yai immigration were willing to get the employment wages even though it
was lower than that of Thai workforce. They were able to adapt themselves to the job atmosphere
in Thailand causing less job opportunities for Thai workforce. Social and cultural; The Tai Yai
immigration caused relocation of Thai workforce seeking for high wages. The Tai Yai
immigration had impacts on drug trafficking, public health, human smuggling, and shifted
communities. Military; Tai Yai immigration from Doi Tai Lacng viewed that Thailand was a safe
place and an important place for their careers.

Tai Yai immigration impacted to the way to Thailand’s security balance. The attitude
of the government officials. Based on politics, Thai government officials should be neutral and
place the importance on common benefits between Thailand and Myanmar. Economie, Due to a
big number of Tai Yai immigration workforce in Thailand, a lot of local Thai workforce were
unemployed. This was because Thai entrepreneurs preferred to hire Tai Yai immigration
workforce because of low wages that impact on Thailand’s economic infrastructure. Social and
cultural; the migration of Tai Yai to Thailand had an affection Thai livelihood. Military; the
migration of Tai Yai made a risk of military action between the Burmese army and the Shan army
and might impact on regions of Thailand and local Thai.

Regarding the way to Thailand’s security balance development bascd on, the following
were suggested: politics; Thailand and Myanmar should hold a bilateral meeting on non-anti-
Myanmar government support. Economie, The government sector should have a policy on Tai
Yai immigration workforce control; The government sector should check workplace of Tai Yai
immigration workforce; The government sector should have a clear policy on quota allocation of
Tai Yai immigration and local Thai workforce. Social and cultural; There should have an
integration of all sectors of the Thai society; Thai laws must truly be prescribed; and Thai people
should participate in the nation problem-solving. For the military aspect, it should have an
exchange of observers on local military and civil along the border of Thailand-Myanmar.
Besides, check points should be established coordinated by Thais and Myanmar peoples.

Meanwhile, Thailand must be ready for the country protection and civil/military practice.
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