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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis were: 1) to collect and classify the Ping River basin local
literature appeared in Ban Kor community, Kor subdistrict, Li district, Lamphun province;
2) to study roles, functions and influence of beliefs of the Ping River basin local literature towards
the ways of life on Ban Kor community, Kor subdistrict, Li district, Lamphun province, based on
the concept of a folklore, local literature,. functionalism, folklore theory and a cultural ecology
theory as a guideline for analyzing. In this study, a total of 33 pieces of local literature of the
Ping River Basin were collected and classified into four categories: 1)-three myths about history
and historical figures, 2) eight myths about religious beliefs, 3) ten myths about supernatural,
and 4) 12 myths about places.

From the analysis of the Ping River basin local literature by applying the folklore theory
related to William Bascom’s essential roles and functions of the folklore, it was found that the Ping
River basin local literature provides five roles and functions to the villagers of Ban Kor, namely
1) to entertain, 2) to-educate and instill ethics, 3) to relay beliefs and rituals, 4) to explain personal
frustrations, and 5) to inherit traditions and culture. Moreover, it was found that there were four
influences of beliefs on the villagers in Ban Kor which are: 1) beliefs on religion, 2) beliefs on

supernatural, 3) beliefs on traditions and rituals, and 4) beliefs on daily life.

Keywords : Local Literature, Influence of Beliefs, Community Way of Life, Ping River Basin, Ban Kor
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