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ABSTRACT

The objective of this article is to analyze the reasons for the royal journeys of King Rama
IX (1927-2016), the problems the monarch had encountered, the royal initiatives, methods to
overcome the poverty problem of his subjects as well as the results of his attempts to see whether
they are in accordance with sustainable development and geo-social principles. The areas of this
investigation covered Thai villages in San Kamphaeng and Mae On districts, a Hmong village in
Mae Rim district, and a Karen village in Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province. This investigation
focuses on the events from 1969 to 2017. This qualitative research was based on a documentary
research, interviews with key informants, and direct experiences of the researcher. The data were
verified for their accuracy and the results are presented descriptively. The findings are summarized
as follows.

Royal tourism of Thai monarchs took place in the Ayutthaya Period. However, the concept
was officially conceived in the reign of King Rama V (1853-1901). The reasons for the royal visits
stemmed from the status and roles of the kings who were obliged to observe the Ten Moral Codes
and were concerned about the well-being of their subjects. Their subjects and the country in those
days were encountering the problems of communism ( 1965- 1982) , economy, poverty,
transportation, destruction of natural resources due to the slash-and-burn farming practice and
opium cultivation, and opportunity deprivation of minority ethnic groups.

Solving the problems based on the Four Noble Truths, which include suffering, the cause
of suffering, the cessation of suffering and the path leading to the cessation of suffering, enables
residents to manage to solve their socio-economic and environmental problems. It is also in
accordance with sustainable development and 17 items of the Global Sustainable Development
Principle. Before 1977, the royal personal projects were used to solve the problems. After the initial

stage, the royal and royally initiated projects had been implemented.

Keywords: Royal Tourism, Sustainable Development
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