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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to compare the effectiveness of the pre — and — post
empowerment program on implementation of community health educational operation of the

village health volunteers in Papai Municipality, Sansai District, Chiang Mai. The target group was



71 village health volunteers (VHVs) selected by using probability and simple random sampling,
which regard every unit or every member of the population being likely to be selected equally by
drawing. The empowerment program was developed, based on the Gibson concept (1991). The data
were collected by using a questionnaire consisting of general information, community health
knowledge, attitude toward performance, participative behaviour, and work activities for potential
development of VHVs. The data were analyzed for, frequency distribution, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and One — way repeated measures ANOVA. The results showed that the
subjects significantly improved their community health knowledge after participating in the
empowerment program (p — value < 0.001). Their community health knowledge before and after
the participation, and during the two — week follow up period was at a high level.

For their attitude toward performance, the subjects significantly improved their attitude
toward performance after participating in the empowerment program (p — value < 0.001). Their
attitude toward performance before and after participating in the program was at a high level, and
during the two — week follow up period was at a very high level.

Regarding their participative behavior, it was found that their behavior after participating

in the program was more statistically significant than before their participation (p — value < 0.001).



Their participative behavior before and after participating in the program was at a high level, and
during the two-week follow up period was at the highest level.

Concerning their performance quality for potential development, it was revealed that the
quality after participating in the program was more statistically significant than that before their
participation (p — value < 0.001). Their performance quality for potential development before
participating in the program was at a moderate level, but after the participation and during the

two — week follow up period, it was at a very good level.

Keywords : Empowerment, Knowledge on community health education, Attitudes toward work
performance, Behavior participation in community health education,

Quality of health education activities
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