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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to investigate the background and context of Huay Phung Village,
and analyzed the strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats concerned with sustainable
tourism in Huay Phung Village readiness of the community to prepare for tourism in the future
and to develop community-based sustainable tourism.

The research results indicated that Huay Phung Village is a village of a hill tribe
ethnic group called Kha-Ya or Red Karen and Tai-Yai. They practiced Buddhism and some
practiced the worship of spirits. The Thai language, Karen and Tai Yai language are the
languages which were used for communication. Their ways of life have a strong relationship with
nature and there are many tourist destinations, caves, waterfalls, paths for trekking, and free
market. There are convenient ways to reach the village and there is basic infrastructure.

The research result indicated that Huay Phung Village had some weaknesses. These
were a lack of knowledge about sustainable tourism and a lack of unity. There are community
conflicts, a lack of budget and the promotion from public and private organizations does not exist.
The study of opportunities found that the Mae Hong Son government supports the Rong Hang
open market, and extends the opportunity of traveling to Huay Phung Village. There are touirsm
village’s consultants and a connection of tourism with surrounding potential tourism villages.
There are various ethnic groups with a reputation for tea production. The problems and threats are

about the infrastructure to encourage tourism; the dust in the area may not be convenient in the




rainy season. There is a shortage of communication systems for tourists. Beside these, the
telephone system always breaks down. There is unclean and a shortage of water, and a lack of
tourism promotion; consequently, this village is unknown to tourists. Concerning security, the
village is located near the country’s frontier, and is not secure from drugs and illegal laborers.
From the research result there are suggestions as follows; Training for sustainable
tourism should be conducted, and the local community should have a chance to participate by 1)
developing the natural and cultural tourism resources, 2) determining the tourism infrastructure,
3) studying the affects of tourism on every aspect and applying it as the primary information to
extend and promote in the future, 4) raising funds within the village and outside, 5) arranging an
annual meeting to summarize the working result, determine the village objectives and goals and
encourage all villagers to have the same objectives and goals and provide an opportunity for
perceiving and planning, changing and sharing opinions which will lead to the development of
sustainable tourism. Beside these, there should be the determination and stipulation of a tourism
secured area to promote the confidential tourism and the areas for future extension and
development. There should be good cooperation in public health to prevent disease, and basic
tourism infrastructure should be established. For preparing and introducing tourism, the new

tourist destination should be strongly promoted.
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