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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to study the socia’ and, culfural aspects which are factors that
have caused changes the cultural aspects in the'Kase1, community at Ban Sop-Ohm-Haed Moo 18,
Tumbol Omkoi, Amphoe Omkoi, Chiang Mai. It is also to study the impact on the changes of
the lifestyle of these Karen people irpuliticas, economic, social and cultural aspects. The data are
collected by interviewing. The sannliig population consists of 50 people in the community who
are village leaders divided into two kinds of leaders : the ones that are appointed by government
authorities consisting. ot ‘the village headmen and the assistant village headmen; the others are
the natural ‘eaders cortisting of the leaders of the performances of customs and rituals in the villages,
the revered-c'derly people including government officials, youths and wise men in the community

The findings are as follows : The cultural aspects of the Karen lifestyle have changed
hy e impact of cultural and economic changes because the Karen people have more interaction
with'the outsiders. For the impact of the Karen lifestyle in political aspects, they have accepted
every aspect that is imposed by the government because of the notion of being Thai citizens.
The Karen people of the young generation are aware of being ethnic only of the fact that they have

been told by their parents and relatives. They have had status of being Thai since they were born.



The impact on the changes of the Karen lifestyle in the governing system in the villages
in caused by the government policy of decentralization. The traditional system has gone.
Karen people lead their life as Thai people. Moreover, they grow crops for a trading purpose
by bringing in modern technology for their agricultural production and they are also promoted
by the government. They have a better chance for fundamental education. They «re also helped
by religious non-government organizations, and they interact with other communities. "All these

factors have changed in lifestyle of the Karen.
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