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ABSTRACT

This thesis is the comparative study of gendered power relation in sexuality from
Family Law, existing in the law of King Mangrai.and current Thai Civil and Commercial Code.
Despite the difference of social context and time, the author’s assumption is that both laws imply
inequality and suppression of women, particularly in sexuality.

This study is conducted with' feminist methodology and feminist content analysis. The
two laws are cultural artifacts.in which gender inequality is latent. Liberal and radical feminist
theories are used in orderto analyze such law contents.

The.Law.of King Mangrai is distinguished for the specific period of engagement and
progressive fine coherent with men’s social status in case of adultery or sexual abuse. Regarding
divorce, if no party is proven wrong, a wife gets bigger share of community property than her
husband."Nonetheless, several matters of law are found oppressive for women. Men can reclaim
money given to the bride in case of divorce with wife’s offence or no party’s offence. Concerning
adultery or sexual abuse, men can only be fined whereas women, apart from being fined, might be
sold or physically corrected.

In Book 5 of the Civil and Commercial Code concerning engagement, women are
regarded as goods with men’s rights of ownership. Marriage by itself relates to difficult
examination for marital status of spouses. Title, family name and grounds for divorce are variable

according to gender difference.



The Law of King Mangrai is originated by king authorities, social norms and
Buddhism while the Family Law in Book 5 is derived from rights to freedom and gender equality.
However, analysis of these two laws indicates that both laws imply suppression and exploitation
of women, non-standardized matters of law and gender discrimination.

These two laws are both consequence of patriarchal structure which aims to control
women’s sexuality. For some feminists, the oppression of women’s sexuality is_the primary
oppression of women. To emancipate women from patriarchal society isto. liberate from such

sexuality control, such as refusal of wifehood / motherhood and heterosexuality.
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