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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to compile and categorize the types of
village toponyms and to study the value of village toponyms and folktales in Mae Tha District
Communily, Lamphun Province.

The research findings from investigating 72 folktales revealed that village toponyms can
be categorized into 14 types. The toponyms, ranked from high to low frequencies, were based on
geographical aspects or natural terrain, plant species, folktales, local historical events, animal
species, new names after being separated from former villages, official administrative regions,
ethnic groups, old names remaining, despite being separated from former villages, temple names,
state policies, beliefs on auspiciousness, occupations, and on names, surnames or status of
individuals.

Toponyms from folktales based on their themes could be classified into three types. First,
they were based on general tales which reflected the meaning in language proficiency of
community members, language change, biological thinking processes such as plants and animals,

and local lifestyles. Second, they were based on historical records which reflected controversy



(=]

negotiated the power (o creale space by deprivation as geography and social aspects and local
histories of important events or individuals. Finally, they were based on folktales that reflected
local culture,theories of beliefs, genesis, origins of man, and supernatural powers.

The value of toponyms from folktales in the study area could be categorized into four
functions. They included entertainment value, ethical and moral value, value on local
administrative, political and historical evidence, and values on satisfying spiritual needs of local

people.
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