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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to find out factors affecting members’ participation in Phrao
Agricultural Cooperative Lid., Phrao district, Chiang Mai province. The data in this study was collected
from 362 samples. Frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and stepwise multiple regression
analysis were used for data analysis.

[t was found that most of the samples were male, age over 51 years old, have certification in
clementary education, have an income between 8,000 and 11,000 baht a month, and have become the
cooperative’s member for over 20 years.

The findings showed that, overall, chosen factors in the study highly influence the cooperative
members’ participation. The factors that most influence participation of the members were, respectively,
sense of ownership. convenience in dealing with the cooperative, gained benefits (dividend/ireturn),
service from the cooperative statf, stability of the cooperative, appropriate location of the cooperative’s
office, reliability of the cooperative’s works, availability of loan sources, public relation of the
cooperative, and welfare benefits such as medical expense support.

The findings also indicated that, overall, the members of Phrao Agricultural Cooperative Lid.
highly participate in the cooperative’s works. The arcas that were highly participated by the members
were decision making and operation of the cooperative, while controlling and monitoring the
cooperative’s interests were moderately participated.

However, there  were  only three  factors  that  were  statistically  significant in
influencing/affecting participation of the cooperative’s members which were sense of ownership(x,) (at

0.01 level), convenicnee in dealing with the cooperative(xy) (at 0.01 level), and gained benefits(x,) (at

0.01 level and 0.5).
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