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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study the cultural potential and to analyze the
guidelines for cultural tourism development with the help of community participation at
Baanhuaynamkhun community, Thakor Sub—district, Maesuay District, Chiang Rai Province.

The samples involved in this study comprise 242 people; 65 from the Yunnan Tribe, 65
from the Akha Tribe, 65 from the Lahu Tribe, 47 from the Akhe Tribe, 11 local state officials and
32 community leaders. The research instruments for the data collection were an open-ended
structured interview, an assessment form for cultural tourism site quality standard, an opinion
questionnaire, an actual community survey, and the focus groups. The data were divided into two
parts. The quantitative data were analyzed using frequency, percentages and arithmetic
means. The content analysis was employed to analyze the qualitative data with the focus on a
comparative analysis of the data in order to analyze suitable guidelines for developing the
community as a cultural tourist site with community participation. The results are presented
descriptively with statistic data.

The analysis results reveal that the potential to develop the community as a cultural
tourism site is at a medium level. The distinct aspect of the community as a tourist attraction is
the cultural diversity of the hill tribes. However, the community lacks the understanding and the

knowledge of tourism management. The community is able to organize various traditional and



cultural activities, but still lacks basic standardized facilities to accommodate tourists. The
community is also not ready for tourism management due to the lack of experienced personnel,
knowledge and understanding of tourism because there has not been any concrete tourism-related
management in the community. Regarding the cultural tourism development guidelines, it is
recommended that the development should be gradual, based on the cultural resources, readiness
and participatory neecis of the community. There are main development aspects: facilities, tourism
organization management, personnel, and itinerary planning.

A comparative analysis between the opinions of the 4 hill tribes reveals the similarities
and differences of the opinions, which would be useful for sustainable cultural tourism
development. The similarities included developing qualified tourism personnel and training in
tourism for the community, Embracing development opportunities from the outside societies as
well as the inside, revitalizing a community's culture, developing basic standard facilities,
developing local souvenir quality, and utilizing public relations media to reach the community's
target groups, especially by using the internet. The differences, which should take in the
adjustment of the congruency and the same directions, were the predication needs in the tourism
development activities of the 4 hill tribes, raising the youth’s awareness and appreciation of their
cultures which can be achieved through leaming and conservation between the younger and older
generations. Furthermore, activities related to the tribe's lifestyle and beliefs should be promoted
and service quality should outweigh monetary benefits. Additionally, all parties should take part

in preventing the negative impacts from tourism.
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