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Abstract

The purposes of this paper include 1) To study and analyses in the Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS) economic cooperation; 2) to present the impact of Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS) on economic cooperation, specifically in the Northern
Thailand. The economic cooperation in the Greater Mekong Subregion is the
cooperation framework between Southern China, Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos,
Vietnam, and Thailand, with the financial and academic aids from the Bank of
Development of Asia. The involving countries develop plans and strategies starting
from the fundamental structure and transportation routes between the member
countries. The result is the economic bridge in the GMS, consisting of 5 important
routes; the Southern economic bridge, the East-to-Westward economic bridge, and

the North-to-Southward economic bridge. Some routes gain attention from the
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citizen in the member countries because they make the journey between countries
quicker and more convenient. However, some routes do not gain as much attention
due to the safety of each country. The trades in the Northern border of Thailand is
the trades between Thailand and her neighboring countries which face some
problems and obstacles, for example, the problem in transporting products, or the
problem in the trade regulations. The natures of the important international trade in
the Northern Thailand are the trade through the custom of Chiang Mai International
Airport and the trade at the border. After the research on the trade at the border of
the upper—Northern Thailand after the cooperation of the GMS, it is found that the
trade between Thailand and her neighboring countries increases in quantity and
value. The migration of the people between countries also increases, as seen from
the number of Chinese tourists in Thailand who drive their own cars through this
route. Regarding prospecting benefits, Thailand should push and support products
from Thai private companies to China, and encourage China to make Thailand the

centre of product dispersion to other countries in the Southeast Asia.

Keyword: Economic Cooperation, Greater Mekong Subregion, Economic,
Upper Northern Region
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